Resolution for Calling for the Creation of

The World Cultural Heritage District in the University Area in Saint Paul

June 20, 2006

Whereas there exists a vibrant presence of ethnic communities, businesses and cultural groups in t the area from Lexington Parkway  to the State Capital and from Selby Avenue to Minnehaha Avenue, and

Whereas the area has a buying power of over $70 million dollars, over 9000 workers and over 100 ethnic businesses, and

Whereas, a common sentiment is that any vision for this area should benefit and include the people currently in the area and small businesses located in the area, especially as it relates to the construction of light rail through this area,  

Be it resolved that the City of Saint Paul:

1. Designates the area from Lexington Parkway  to the State Capital and from Selby Avenue to Minnehaha Avenue as the, “World Cultural Heritage District” and


2. Instructs the City Planning and Economic Development Department and other entities in the City of Saint Paul to effectively market and promote the area as a tourist destination where visitors will find a rich mosaic of people, cultures, ethnic restaurants, ethnic businesses, ethnic art, dance and theatre, and


3. Actively works with community groups to find resources to build the necessary infrastructure to bring out the multi ethnic character of the district to make it more attractive to tourists; attractive to  Minnesotans seeking to experience other cultures; residents seeking to live in a multiethnic community; and businesses reflecting the multi ethnic characteristics of the community, and


4. Encourage the location of businesses, commercial, and residential establishments that celebrate, enhances and preserves the theme of the district – celebrating the cultures of the world, especially those currently in the district.
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